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March 5, 2006

Welcome!

It is my pleasure and honor to have the opportunity to be part of Danish fodbold education for coaches.  I applaud your open-mindedness and enthusiasm to share in learning about developing fodbold players.

Having coached in the elite division for women in Denmark, as an American I have learned much not only about Danish fodbold, but Danish culture.  I am not just a better coach from that experience, but I am a better human being.  It has done two primary things to my feeling for fodbold and for life.

First, the Danish culture has shown me that one can live life full of love without the fast-paced stressful approach in pursuit of power and material things that we seem to have in the U.S. Here in Denmark (in Odense) I have learned that human beings can show mutual respect for everyone without judgment and that the quality of one’s life is far more important than the quantity of what one has.  

I have discovered a balance between humility (see janteloven) and living life with passion.  As a coach/trainer I am in the business of motivating people to exceed themselves and their own expectations.  That has proved harder with the Janteloven, and now I realize it’s a matter of knowing that its ok to be both passionate about achieving what you want with your life without forgetting to always grow as a person and to contribute to people and the world around you.

And as far as fodbold goes, here in Denmark it is far more tactical than in the U.S. where we depend more on individual creativity, physical dominance, and that x-factor often referred to as “American spirit”.  That tactical side has taught me to be a better coach and understand the game from both a Scandinavian and European perspective.  However, in the end fodbold is more than about tactics.  Tactics are for coaches.  On a world level, to players the game is really about inspiration.  It’s about imagination, creativity, decision making, and discovery.  It’s about players not coaches.  

I have always believed this and even in the U.S. we are falling into the trap of over-emphasizing the coach.  Tactics are predictable and can be countered with other tactics.  However tactics don’t stop a Maradona from beating half the England team on a great dribble in the 1986 World Cup.  Tactics aren’t the reason Mia Hamm or Michelle Akers in the U.S. have scored over 100 goals in their careers.  Tactics aren’t why we enjoy watching a Beckham bend the ball on a free kick or the joy that Ronaldinho brings to his game on the pitch.  Most people don’t go to watch Brazil play, they go to watch players with imaginative unpredictability that excite and surprise them.

So while getting caught up in the tactical side of coaching a team to defend and attack as a team, I forgot the core of what I believe in – to teach players to “feel” the game.  Yes, just as there can be a balance between humility and passion, there can be a balance between tactics and individual moments of breathtaking creativity that excite fans and inspire young kids to play this game.  

This coaching course, if nothing, else is about the search for that feeling - the inner human spirit that fodbold is ultimately about.  That feeling that anything is possible, that the game is a feeling about expressing your imagination with and without the ball, that we have fodbold greatness inside each of us – and that all we need is the tactical freedom to release that greatness.  

So together we will strive to find creativity within tactical organization and how to develop it in young players.  In the end – a coaches job is to “inspire” players and to encourage them to be as daring as they can be – to dare to be great – to “Release the Greatness Within”.  Enjoy!

George Sasvari
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